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Limited attendance to this meeting was advertised for the public to call (575) 356-6662, Option 3, prior to 
the meeting.  Questions or comments from citizens may be submitted in writing to the City Clerk or City 
Manager before or after the meeting. Contact information for both officers are on the City’s website at 
www.portalesnm.gov. Covid-19 social-distancing and face-covering restrictions will apply for the safety of 
attendees. The following item(s) is/are scheduled for consideration and action by the City Council: 
              
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES met in regular session in a Regular Meeting held 
with limited attendance to best protect the health of the public and employees due to the Covid-19 
restrictions on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 
E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full conformity with the rules and regulations.  Mayor Jackson called the 
meeting to order and asked the City Clerk to call roll.  The Councilors present and constituting a quorum 
were: 
 
MAYOR:   Ronald L. Jackson  
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller (absent)   
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Daniel W. Boan    Michael James “Jim” Lucero 
    Veronica A. Cordova   Dianne Y. Parker (absent) 

Chadrick H. Heflin    Oscar H. Robinson       
    Jake J. Lopez        
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sammy Standefer, City Manager  Randy Knudson, City Attorney 
    John DeSha, Public Works Dir.  T. J. Cathey, Fire Chief 
    Carla Weems, Deputy City Clerk  Chris Williams, Police Chief 
    Christine Mitchell, I.T. Tech.  Sharleen McFadden, CPO 

   Hugh Frank, Fire Battalion Chief  Ryan Fleming, Fire Battalion Chief 
   Gavinn Shultz, Firefighter/EMT  Artie James, Fire Lt-P 
   Michael Gonzalez, Firefighter/EMT-B  Micah Obenhaus, Firefighter/EMT-I 
   Andrew Gramzow, Firefighter Basic Jared Shearer, Fire Battalion Chief 

    Joel Gershon, Firefighter/EMT-P  Duane Rogers, Fire 2nd Lt-P 
    James Bray, Fire 2ND Lt/EMT-I  Trevor Chacon, Firefighter/EMT-B  

   Jonathan Montiel, Firefighter/EMT-I Randy Soto, Fire Lt/EMT-P 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Alisa Boswell Gore, Press   Savanna Heflin 
    Johnny Montiel    Kathryn Montiel 
    Jay James    Jean James 
    Amanda James    Adolpho Cordova 
 
 
Mayor Jackson asked Councilor Robinson to give the invocation and Mayor Jackson led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 

http://www.portalesnm.gov/
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(A) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S):   

1. Regular Meeting held February 16, 2021. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting on February 16, 2021. He 
asked for comments or corrections. Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero 
made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of February 16, 2021 w ith the 
changes.  Councilor Lopez seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of 
the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(B) CITY OF PORTALES FIRE DEPARTMENT RECOGNITION OF STAFF ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  
ARTIE JAMES; DUANE ROGERS; JAMES BRAY; JONATHAN MONTIEL; MICHAEL GONZALEZ AND 
GAVINN SHULTZ. 
  
Mayor Jackson invited Fire Chief Cathey to present the Fire staff members being recognized for their 
accomplishments for the department.  Chief Cathey thanked the Council for the opportunity to recognize a 
few individuals who have achieved great accomplishments not only for themselves and their careers but for 
the whole community.  He stated that every bit of training helps provide a better service to the community.  
He told the Council that there are a couple of people present who have promoted and present are several 
people who have passed their Firefighter I and II certification. He stated that it is a privilege to serve this 
community with these great employees.  He said that this is achieved by maintaining a high level of training 
and by making sure that there are highly trained paramedics and EMTs on every ambulance call and officers 
and firefighters on every fire. He told the Council that in January and February of 2021, the department ran 
504 calls which were 125 calls more than in 2020.  Chief Cathey called Artie James, Jay James, Ryan 
Fleming, and Duane Rogers to podium at the front of the room.  He stated that Artie James had been with 
the department for almost 5 years and recently was promoted to Lieutenant.  He reported that Jay James, a 
Lieutenant in the Clovis Fire Department and Artie’s dad, will pin his son and to give him his badge.  Chief 
Cathey announced that Duane Rogers had been with the department for seven years and recently promoted 
to 2nd Lieutenant.  Duane Rogers was pinned by Battalion Chief Ryan Fleming.  Chief Cathey called 
Gavinn Shultz, Trevor Chacon, Michael Gonzalez, Jonathan Montiel, and James Bray to the podium 
at the front of the room.  He recognized them for receiving their Firefighter I and II certifications 
which meets the standard that a firefighter must have to enter an active structure fire. Chief 
Cathey stated that it is a huge compliment to the City to have this many employees pass in this 
short amount of time.  The Chief asked Jonathan Montiel and James Bray to remain at the podium.  
He told the Council that he had Challenge coins made for employees who have been with the 
department for a year, received their Firefighter I and II certification and obtained the EMT 
Intermediate license.  He stated that these two employees achieved the honor and have received 
the Challenge coins.  Chief Cathey concluded his presentation.  Mayor Jackson thanked the 
employees for their accomplishments and thanked their families for their support.  The honorees 
received a standing ovation.   
 
 
(C) REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE A NEW PATS FORD TRANSIT WAGON ON A 
STATE PURCHASING AGREEMENT #00-00000-20-00087 CONTINGENT UPON FUNDING AGENCY 
MATCH WAIVER & APPROVAL 
 
Mayor Jackson asked John DeSha, Public Works Director to present the request to authorize the purchase of 
a new Ford Transit Wagon for the PAT program through State Purchasing Agreement #00-00000-20-0087 
contingent upon funding agency match waiver and approval.  Mr. DeSha told the Council that this is a 
request to purchase a new PAT van at no cost to the City.  He stated that the City had received a grant for a 
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smaller van, which was discontinued, and that the new chassis is for a cost of $60,000.00.  He commented 
that when staff spoke to the NM Department of Transportation, they were told to buy it and that they would 
take care of the grant.   He stated that the department is just waiting on a match waiver and an amendment 
to the grant.  He told the Council that they are requesting authorization to move forward so that the chassis 
can be under obligation as there is only one left in the state.  He repeated that the financial obligation to the 
City is zero.  Mayor Jackson asked if there were any questions.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the 
Council. Councilor Robinson made the motion to authorize the purchase of the Ford Transit 
Wagon for the PAT program through the State Purchasing agreement as presented and 
contingent upon funding agency match waiver and approval.  Councilor Boan seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion. No abstentions. Motion 
carried. 
 
 
(D) RESOLUTION #20-21-26, A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENT OF THE CITY OF 
PORTALES TO SUBMIT THE APPLICATION TO THE NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION (NMDOT) FOR FY 2021/2022 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ROAD FUNDS 
 
Mayor Jackson asked John DeSha, Public Works Director, to present Resolution #20-21-26, a resolution 
declaring the intent of the City of Portales to submit the application to the New Mexico Department of 
Transportation (NMDOT) for FY 2021/2022 Local Government Road Funds.  Mr. DeSha told the Council that 
this is the annual request to apply for Local Government Road Funds (LGRF).  He stated that the state’s 
share is $71,698.29 and the City’s share is $23,899.43 for a total project estimated cost of $95,597.72.  He 
added that the City will be looking at a new process instead of chip seal it will be done by a micro-seal, 
which is a version of micro-surfacing.  He stated that it would be identical to what was done on rural road U.  
Mr. DeSha commented that it will be on 18th Street from Avenue I to Avenue D.  He added that this would 
complete 18th Street from Avenue O to Avenue D completed in two years.  Mayor Jackson commented that 
the process was done by the County.  Mr. DeSha agreed and stated that it was holding up extremely well to 
the large amount of truck traffic turning onto and off the mid-road.  He stated that it had held up even 
through the recent cold weather. Mr. DeSha said that if it is successful then the City could get a bigger bang 
for the buck (more miles done for the same dollars).  Councilor Lucero asked about the condition of the 
rough part of 18th Street.  He asked if the rest of 18th (the part that is very rough would be improved using 
this treatment.  Mr. DeSha stated that the treatment would take care of the rough part of 18th.  Councilor 
Heflin asked for the timeline of this project.  Mr. DeSha responded that it is the 2021/2022 application.  He 
added that the City will not see this grant until the next budget year and the work will not begin until 2022.  
He stated that in 2 years the City should have 18th Street from Avenue O to Avenue D completed.  Mayor 
Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion adopt Resolution #20-
21-26, a resolution declaring the intent of the City of Portales to submit the application to the 
NMDOT for FY 2021/ 2022 Local Government Road Funds.  Councilor Cordova seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote by all Council members present was unanimously in favor of the motion.  
No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Jackson adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 


